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Customs on guard for special flights

TNN | May 11, 2020, 04.49 AM IST

Hyderabad: Customs officials are keeping a watch on possible smuggling activity even during special flight operations.

Two special flights from USA and Abu Dhabi will arrive at Rajiv Gandhi International Airport (RGIA) on Monday. The special flight
from San Francisco to Hyderabad will come via Mumbai. “The Air Indian special flight from USA is scheduled to arrive at
Hyderabad at 10.15 am on Monday. The flight’s Hyderabad-Vijayawada leg of journey has been cancelled,” said a Customs
official.

The special flight to bring back passengers from Abu Dhabhi will leave at 11.30 am on Monday from RGI Airport as a ferry flight
(without passengers), and return with passengers at 8.30 pm. On Saturday, one of the 163 passengers who arrived from Kuwait
was shifted to hospital for medical checkup and quarantine after the medical screening. Rest of the passengers have been
placed under quarantine at three hotels in Gachibowli, Begumpet and Kacheguda.

Seven customs officials wearing PPE were deployed at the airport for screening of passengers and baggage. Officials said that
no significant customs violations were noticed on Saturday. “We will be thorough with checking of passengers and baggage on
Monday with two flights coming from USA and Abu Dhabi. Though it is difficult for gangs to operate under these circumstances,
we will keep a watch for gold smuggling activity,” said a customs official.

Revenue officials collected passports of all passengers and gave acknowledgements to them. The same will be returned after
completion of quarantine period, said a Cyberabad police official.
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